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1. Name 

historic Plymouth Church 

and'or common Plymouth Church of the Pilqrims 

2. Location 
-- - - - - 

street & number 
57 Orange S t ree t  

- not for publication 

city, town Brooklyn - vicinity of 
-- - -- 

state New York code county code 

3. Classification 
- - 

Category Ownership Status 
- district public X occupied 
X building(s) X private unoccupied 
- structure ___ both work in progress 
- site Public Acquisition Accessible 
__ object __ in process X yes: restricted 

being considered . _  yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture - museum 

- commercial - park 
__ educational private residence 

entertainment religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial transportation 
- military - other: 

4. Owner of Property 
Plymouth Church of  the Pilgrims 

- 

street & number 75 Hicks S t ree t  

citv. town Brooklyn _- vicinitv of state New York 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 
Kings County Courthouse 

street 81 number 
--- - 

citv, town Brooklyn state New Yor k 
- -- - - - 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
-- 

1) Historic American Bui ldingssurvey 
F e 2 )  Historic S i tes  Survey - 

has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

date 1) 1934 2 )  1961 
-- 

X federal - state county local 
. . . - - - - -- -. - - - - - - - . - - - 

depository for survey records National Park Service 
- - - - 

Washington citv, town state DC 
-- . -. - - - - . - - 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
- excellent deteriorated -tt unaltered 1- original site 
1 good - ruins altered moved date . -___-.- 

fair - unexposed 
-. - - -p - - - - - - - - - - -- - -. - - - - 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The p resen t  b u i l d i n g  o f  Plymouth Church o f  t h e  P i l g r i m s  was e rec ted  i n  
1849, w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  s e r v i c e  h e l d  on t h e  f i r s t  Sunday i n  January 1850. I t  
rep1 aced t h e  cong rega t i on ' s  e a r l  i e r  meet ing house, purchased i n  1847, which 
had burned i n  1849. The new sanctuary  faced Orange S t r e e t ;  an a d j o i n i n g  
l e c t u r e  h a l l  and Sunday School were b u i l t  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  church s i t e  on 
Cranberry S t r e e t ,  where H i l l i s  H a l l  now stands. Sherman Day, chairman o f  
t h e  b u i l d i n g  committee, drew a  rough des ign f o r  t h e  church, which was 
f i n i s h e d  by J. C .  Wel ls,  an E n g l i s h  a r c h i t e c t .  

The church i s  a  p l a i n  r e c t a n g u l a r  b u i l d i n g  o f  r e d  b r i c k ,  w i t h  i t s  gable end 
f a c i n g  t h e  s t r e e t ;  t h e  gable i s  g iven  pedimental  form by a  brownstone be1 t 
course. The f r o n t  e l e v a t i o n  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  sec t i ons  by b l i n d  
segmental arches. The c e n t r a l  bay o f  t h i s  t r i p a r t i t e  composi t ion i s  w ide r  
than  t h e  f l a n k i n g  bays and i s  emphasized by a one-story  vernacu la r  D o r i c  
p o r t i c o  w i t h  f o u r  wooden columns and an en tab la tu re .  The p o r t i c o  leads  t o  
t h r e e  doubl e-1 ea fed  doors, above which a r e  t h r e e  1  ong ga l  1  e r y  wi ndows. 
Above these windows, t h e  a rch  o f  t h e  recess breaks t h e  pediment, and 
con ta ins  t h r e e  smal l  r ec tangu la r  windows 1  i g h t i n g  an upper g a l l e r y ,  and a  
brownstone p laque marked "Plymouth Church 1849." Each end bay con ta ins  a  
s i n g l e  smal l  window on t h e  ground f l o o r  and a  l onge r  g a l l e r y  window above. 
A1 1  t h e  windows a re  capped by f l  ush peaked 1  i n t e l  s. The f i v e  windows on 
each o f  t h e  s i d e  e l e v a t i o n s  a re  arranged i n  a  s i m i l a r  manner, b u t  have f l a t  
l i n t e l s .  

The wi ndows were o r i  g i  na l  l y  c l  ear,  mu1 ti paned doubl e-hung sash. I n  
1907-09, these were rep laced  w i t h  s t a i n e d  g lass.  Planned by Pas to r  Newel1 
Dwight  H i l l i s ,  designed by F rede r i ck  Stymetz Lamb, and executed by J. & R. 
Lamb o f  New York, t h e  windows i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  " H i s t o r y  o f  Pu r i t an i sm and i t s  
I n f l u e n c e  Upon t h e  I n s t i t u t i o n s  and People o f  t h e  Republ ic , "  f ocus ing  on 
scenes o f  po l  i t i c a l  and re1  i g i o u s  1  i b e r t y  . 

Entrance t o  t h e  church i s  through a  sha l low v e s t i b u l e ,  beh ind  which i s  a  
n e a r l y  square aud i to r ium,  w i t h  a  cont inuous g a l l e r y  on t h r e e  s ides.  The 
g a l l e r y  te rmina tes  a t  t h e  n o r t h  ends i n  convex curves, between which t h e  
c h o i r  l o f t  con t inues  across t h e  n o r t h  w a l l  . There i s  a  smal l  upper ga l  1  e r y  
a1 ong t h e  south (Orange S t r e e t )  w a l l .  The ga l  l e r y  i s  c a r r i e d  on s lender  
c a s t - i r o n  columns w i t h  a l t e r n a t i n g  C o r i n t h i a n  and Egyp t ian  c a p i t a l s .  A t  
t h e  s t r e e t  l e v e l  t h e  f r o n t  pews a r e  curved, fo rming  a  s e m i - c i r c l e  around 
t h e  r a i s e d  rost rum.  The pews i n  the f o u r  co rners  o f  t h e  g a l l e r y  a re  a l s o  
curved. The pew occupied by Abraham L i n c o l n  on t h e  day b e f o r e  h i s  Cooper 
Union Address i s  marked by a  s i l v e r  plaque. 



8. Significance 

Period 
-_- prehistoric 

1 400-1 499 
1 500-1 599 
1600-1699 

---- 1700-1 799 
2- 1800-1 899 
_ 1900- 

Areas of Significance--Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 

X 
landscape architecture -_ - religion 

- archeology-historic _ conservation _ law -__- science 
_ _  agriculture - -. economics - literature - __ sculpture 
-_ architecture - _ education -_ military X - social1 
- art - engineering _ - music humanitarian 

commerce explorationlsettlement -_ philosophy -- theater 
-- communications industry _ - _  politicsigovernment - transportation 

- invention other (specify) 

Specificdates 1849 
- - - - - - -  - Sherman -Day/ J,C, We1 1 s 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
Plymouth Church was a foremost center  o f  an t i - s l ave ry  sent iment between 
1847 and the  outbreak o f  the  C i v i l  War. I t s  m i n i s t e r  du r ing  t h i s  pe r iod  
was Henry Ward Beecher. F om i t s  p u l p i t  spoke such notab le  opponents o f  
s l  avery as W i  11 i am L l  oyd $ a r r i  son, Wendel 1 Phi 11 ips ,  Char1 es Sumner and 
John Greenleaf W h i t t i e r .  A1 though the  r o l e  o f  the  church and i t s  preacher 
i n  t he  a b o l i t i o n i s t  movement are i t s  most impor tan t  area o f  s ign i f i cance ,  
t he  church under Beecher's leadersh ip  was a l so  an e a r l y  proponent o f  such 
ideas as women's su f f rage and the  theory o f  evo lu t ion .  A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  
t he  simple design o f  the  church extends the  P u r i t a n  e t h i c  o f  p l a i n  l i v i n g  
and h igh  t h i n k i n g  i n t o  the  mid-19th century. 

The Plymouth Church o f  the  P i l g r ims ,  founded i n  1847, was a major center  
f o r  the  a b o l i t i o n i s t  movement i n  the  Un i ted  States between i t s  founding 
year  and the  outbreak o f  the  C i v i l  War. The congregat ion was es tab l ished 
i n  1847 as Brook lyn 's  second Congregational Church, under the  corporate 
name o f  Plymouth Church. It c a l l e d  as m i n i s t e r  Henry Ward Beecher, who had 
a l ready gained wide n o t i c e  through h i s  w r i t i n g s  and s k i l l  a t  preaching. 
Beecher, born i n  1813, was then serv ing  a congregat ion i n  Indiana. He was 
the  son o f  Lyman Beecher, a well-known clergyman o f  l i b e r a l  views, and 
b ro the r  o f  the  n o v e l i s t  H a r r i e t  Beecher Stowe, bes t  known as the  author  o f  
Uncle Tom's Cabin. 

On Sunday, October 10, 1847, Beecher preached h i s  f i r s t  sermon a t  Plymouth 
Church. Less than two years l a t e r  the  church b u i l d i n g  burned. By January 
1850 a new and 1 arger  church was ready f o r  occupancy, w i t h  an aud i to r ium 
designed especia l  l y  f o r  Beecher' s preaching. Thereaf ter ,  h i  s weekly 
congregat ion averaged about 2,500 people. V i s i t o r s  from a l l  over t he  
country  and from abroad came t o  Brooklyn t o  hear him. H is  sermons were 
p r i n t e d  i n  pamphlet form and w ide ly  c i r c u l a t e d .  Beecher a l s o  became a 
h i g h l y  popular  f i g u r e  on the  l e c t u r e  c i r c u i t .  H is  1863 v i s i t  t o  England i s  
c r e d i t e d  w i t h  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  a more sympathetic view o f  t he  Union cause i n  
t h a t  country .  

I n  the  s lavery  controversy,  Beecher was n o t  as extreme an abol i t i o n i s t  as 
Wi l l i am L loyd  Garr ison. Beecher saw s lavery  as doomed by the  workings o f  
the  na tu ra l  laws o f  God, and urged t h a t  i t  be l e f t  alone t o  d i e  where i t  

(see con t i nua t i on  sheet 8-1) 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See continuation sheet 9-1 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property --8- 
Quadrangle name By00 k l  y n  
UT M References 

- - 

Zone Easting Northing 

Quadrangle scale urn- .  -- -- 

Zone Easting Northing 

E J  u u FLIJ u u 
~ U l 1 1 1 l 1 l l ~ l l I I I ' I I I  HLLJ u u 

- - - - - - - . A - - - - . . -. - - - - 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

See continuation sheet 10-1 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county 
-- 

code --- --- -- 

state code county code 

1 1 Form Prepared By 

namehitie Susanne Hand and Constance Grei ff, architectural historians 

orsaniration Heritage Studies, Inc .  date December 20, 1984 

street & number BOX 864, Man1 e ton  Road telephone (609)652-1754 

city or town Princeton ,tate New Jersey 08540 
- - - - -- - - -- - 

12. State Historic  reservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

- national - state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion in  the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Sewice. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title A date 

date b f ~ k ~  
At test : date 

Chief of Reaistration 

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1 9 8 3  0 - 4 1 9 - 3 1 1  
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION 

The boundaries a r e  those o f  t h e  complex owned by Plymouth Church o f  t h e  
P i l g r i m s ,  compr is ing  Block 221, L o t  1 (Church House, Gymnasium, Arcade and 
Garden) and Block 221, L o t  13 (Plymouth Church Sanctuary, H i l l  i s  House, and 
vacant  l o t )  i n  t h e  Borough o f  Brook lyn,  K ings County, New York. A l t h o u ~ h  
t h e  Plymouth Church Sanctuary i s  t h e  o n l y  b u i l d i n g  on t h e  s i t e  assoc ia ted  
w i t h  t h e  theme and p e r i o d  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  a l l  t h e  b u i l d i n g s  a re  
i n te r connec ted  and at tached.  These i n te r connec t i ons  a re  i n  p a r t  de f i ned  by 
t h e  open spaces between t h e  b u i l d i n g s .  The boundary was t h e r e f o r e  drawn t o  
i n c l u d e  t h e  e n t i r e  s i t e  owned by t h e  congregat ion.  
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The sanctuary retains i t s  original character despite alterations. A 
pulpit has been added to  the raised platform where Henry Ward Beecher 
preached. The choir l o f t  and organ above have also been altered. The 
walnut organ case was bui l t  in 1855 to house what was then the largest 
organ i n  the United States. The organ has been rebuil t  f ive times and 
moved back against the wall t o  allow for enlargement of the choir 
space. Simple paneling has been added to the originally plain walls. 
The 1920 f i r e  that  gutted ~ f l l i s  Hal 1 only slightly affected the 
sanctuary requiring restoration or replacement of some of the stained 
glass windows. The designer/contractor who d i d  the in i t i a l  work i n  
1907/09 was contracted to  do the 1920 restoration using the original 
plans, and the restoration reflected the original s tyle  and design of 
the windows i n  a l l  aspects. The ent ire  inter ior  was renovated i n  1959 
w i t h  new rugs, pew cushions, and lighting. In 1984 the inter ior  was 
replastered and repainted, the windows were cleaned and repaired, and 
protective 1 aminated glass instal led. 

To the east  of the church i s  a narrow, residential-sized l o t  w i t h  a 
mid-nineteenth century fence. The l o t  extends to Cranberry Street as 
a narrow alley along the side of Hil l is  Hall. 

In  1913 the Church House and Gymnasium was buil t  a t  the corner of 
Hicks and Orange Streets.  Given by John Arbuckle, a sugar and coffee 
magnate, i t  was originally known as the Arbuckle Ins t i tu te ,  and served 
as a church-affiliated settlement house. The Church House i s  a 3 1/2  
story, 7 bay Georgian Revival brick building w i t h  Beaux Arts 
detail ing .  A one-story Georgian Revival structure,  known as the 
Arcade and also bui l t  i n  1913, connects the Church House to  the Church 
and Hil l is  Hall. A garden in front of the Arcade completes the 
ensembl e.  

The garden elevation of the Church House i s  dominated by a central 
stone fronti  spiece, w i t h  a round-arched doorway f l  anked by engaged 
Doric columns on the f i r s t  story, and colossal Corinthian columns and 
pediment above. The columns enframe a t r i p a r t i t e  window i n  the second 
story and a Pal ladian window i n  the third. The windows across the end 
bays decrease in s ize from the f i r s t  to third s tories .  A t  the f i r s t  
and second stories  the windows have 15/15 sash surmounted by stone 
l in te l s  with mock keystones and incised corner blocks. The 10/10 
third story windows are topped by f l a t  brick arches and stone 
keystones and are se t  between a stone bel t  course and a deep dentil 
and modillion cornice. The deck on hip roof i s  pierced by 
segmental-arched dormers. The protruding bay a t  the southeast, 
a1 though i n  the same s ty le ,  has an undetailed cornice and appears to  
be an addition. 

(See continuation sheet 7-2)  
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The Hicks S t r e e t  e leva t i on ,  s e t  on a  h igh  stone basement, i s  s i m i l a r  
i n  design, b u t  has a  l e s s  e labora te  entrance bay, f e a t u r i n g  a  
round-arched doorway enframed by simp1 e  Dor ic  p i  1  as te rs  and 
entab la ture .  T r i p a r t i t e  windows above 1  i g h t  a  s t a i r h a l l ,  above which 
i s  a  l u n e t t e  s e t  w i t h i n  the  broken pediment. 

The 3-bay Orange S t r e e t  e l e v a t i o n  o f  t he  Church House fea tures  a  
decora t ive  2-s to ry  stone c e n t r a l  bay w i t h  an aedicule, above which i s  
a  shal low niche. Th is  f ea tu re  incorpora tes  columns, a  broken 
pediment, cartouche, garlands, acanthus leaves, and a  datestone 
i n s c r i b e d  1913. 

Used today f o r  meeting rooms, o f f i c e s ,  and classrooms, t he  Church 
House i n t e r i o r  r e t a i n s  much o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  form and d e t a i l i n g ,  
i n c l u d i n g  panel ing, p i 1  asters,  corn ices,  and f i r ep laces .  

A wrought- i ron fence extends from the  Church House across the  garden 
t o  the  sanctuary. Two gates f lanked by b r i c k  p i l l a r s  l e a d  t o  b r i c k  
walkways through the  garden t o  the  Church House and Arcade. 

The Arcade i s  a  symmetrical 1 -s to ry  b r i c k  b u i l d i n g  d i v ided  i n t o  bays 
by p i l a s t e r s  enframing two entrances, round-arched casement windows 
and b l i n d  arches. A Dor ic  en tab la ture  extends across the  eaves l i n e  
w i t h  a  stone ba lus t rade above. A t  the  center  o f  the  b u i l d i n g  a  bronze 
s ta tue  o f  Henry Ward Beecher occupies a  Dor ic  aed icu le  o f  stone. To 
the  l e f t  o f  t h i s  f ea tu re  a  bronze r e l i e f  o f  Abraham L i n c o l n  i s  s e t  
i n t o  one o f  t h e  b l i n d  arches. Both are  the  work o f  Gutzon Borglum, 
s c u l p t o r  o f  the  hero ic  P res iden t i a l  heads on Mount Rushmore. 

The i n t e r i o r  o f  the  Arcade serves an an i n t e r i o r  passageway between 
the  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t he  complex, and a1 so as a  g a l l e r y .  Displayed a re  
p o r t r a i t s  o f  former m i n i s t e r s  and a  p iece o f  Plymouth Rock. The most 
h i s t o r i c a l  l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a i n t i n g  i s  a  p o r t r a i t  o f  Henry Ward Beecher 
w i t h  "Pinky," a  s lave  g i r l  auct ioned f o r  her  freedom a t  t he  church i n  
1860. 

Along Hicks St ree t ,  t he  Gymnasium, al though b u i l t  as p a r t  o f  t he  
Arbuckle I n s t i t u t e ,  i s  a r t i c u l a t e d  as a  separate b u i l d i n g  from the  
Church House. L i k e  the  l a t t e r ,  i t  i s  constructed o f  b r i c k  and stone, 
b u t  i s  on l y  2 s t o r i e s  high. I t s  main decora t ive  fea tu re  i s  a  l a r g e  
Pal 1  adian w i  ndow i n  the  second s tory .  

(See continuation sheet 7-3) 
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Between t h e  Gymnasium and H i l l i s  H a l l ,  a t  t h e  co rne r  o f  H icks  and 
Cranberry S t ree t s ,  i s  a  p layground enclosed by a cha in  1 i n k  fence. 
F e a t u r i n g  modern p layground equipment, i t  i s  a  n o n - c o n t r i b u t i n g  p a r t  
o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  complex. 

H i l l i s  H a l l  f r o n t s  on Cranberry S t r e e t ,  and i s  a t tached  t o  t h e  church 
a t  i t s  r e a r .  It occupies t h e  s i t e  o f  t h e  o r i g i n a l  meetinghouse, and 
t h e  l a t e r  l e c t u r e  h a l l  and Sunday School. Gut ted by f i r e  i n  1920, i t  
was reopened i n  1954. I t con ta ins  a  l a r g e  meet ing space/d in ing room, 
k i t c h e n  and chapel .  The s t a i n e d  g lass  windows come f rom t h e  Church o f  
t h e  P i l g r i m s ,  which merged w i t h  Plymouth Church i n  1934. T h e i r  
i n s t a l  l a t i o n  has c rea ted  an i r r e g u l a r  facade, o f  no p a r t i c u l a r  
s t y1  i s t i c  d e r i v a t i o n ,  w i t h  s ta i ned  g lass  windows o f  va r i ous  shapes and 
s izes ,  a l t e r e d  b r i ckwork ,  and a  c e n t r a l  ent rance bay w i t h o u t  an 
entrance. 
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a l ready  ex i s ted .  However, Beecher advocated r e s i s t a n c e  t o  t h e  ex tens ion  o f  
s l ave ry .  He urged Nor therners  t o  emigrate t o  Kansas and t o  use f o r c e  t o  
make i t  f r e e  s o i l .  When an a n t i - s l a v e r y  group l e f t  New England t o  f i g h t  t o  
keep Kansas a  f r e e  s t a t e ,  Beecher pledged h i s  church t o  send t w e n t y - f i v e  
r i f l e s .  They were shipped i n  a  box marked B ib l es ,  and t h e r e a f t e r  r i f l e s  
supp l i ed  t o  f r e e  s o i l  s e t t l e r s  were o f t e n  c a l l e d  Beecher 's B i b l e s .  

Beecher a l s o  opposed t h e  compromise measures o f  1850 on t h e  grounds t h a t  
1  i b e r t y  and s l  avery were i r r e c o n c i l a b l e  e l  ements i n  ou r  p o l  i t i c a l  system. 
He counseled disobedience t o  t h e  F u g i t i v e  Slave Law, d e c l a r i n g  t h a t  t h e  
requi rements o f  humanity were above those o f  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  and 
encouraged h i s  own congrega t ion  t o  become opera to rs  i n  t h e  Underground 
Ra i l road .  He made h i s  p u l p i t  a v a i l a b l e  t o  more vehement and r a d i c a l  
opponents o f  s lavery .  Several  t imes, t o  dramat ize t h e  grimmest aspect  o f  
s lavery ,  t h e  s a l e  o f  human f l e s h ,  he auc t ioned  o f f  s laves  f rom t h e  p u l p i t  
t o  secure t h e i r  freedom. The most famous o f  these was a  ten-year  o l d  g i r l  
named Pinky.  Beecher b rought  her  i n t o  church i n  February 1860, and t o l d  
t h e  congrega t ion  t h a t  he r  master had agreed t o  s e l l  he r  i n t o  freedom f o r  
$900.00. 

It was t h e  Young Men's Assoc ia t i on  o f  Plymouth Church t h a t  i n v i t e d  Abraham 
L i n c o l n  t o  d e l i v e r  an address i n  New York i n  1860. O r i g i n a l l y  t h e  address 
was t o  be g i ven  a t  t h e  church, b u t  a t  t h e  reques t  o f  t h e  Young Republ icans 
o f  New York, t h e  s i t e  was t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Great  H a l l  o f  Cooper Union. 
I n  h i s  speech L i n c o l n  f i r s t  s e t  f o r t h  h i s  p o s i t i o n  on s l ave ry .  The day 
b e f o r e  t h e  speech he a t tended se rv i ces  a t  t h e  church, s i t t i n g  i n  Pew 89, 
now marked by a  s i l v e r  plaque. 

A f t e r  t h e  C i v i l  War Beecher con t inued  t o  espouse l i b e r a l  s o c i a l  causes. He 
was a  proponent o f  women's r i g h t s ,  s e r v i n g  as p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  American 
Su f f r age  Soc ie ty .  He a l s o  embraced and popu la r i zed  t h e  t heo ry  o f  
e v o l u t i o n .  He was an e a r l y  advocate o f  Jew ish -Ch r i s t i an  d ia logue  as w e l l .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  h i s  preaching, Beecher was we1 1 known as a  1  i t e r a r y  f i g u r e .  
He became e d i t o r  o f  The I n d e ~ e n d e n t  i n  1861 and t h e  C h r i s t i a n  Union i n  
1870. H i s  ma jo r  p u b l i c a t i o n s  i n c l u d e  The L i f e  o f  Jesus, t h e  C h r i s t  (1871) 
and Evol  u t i o n  and Re1 i a i  on ( 1885). 

Other  no tab le  speakers have addressed t h e  congregat ion,  i n c l u d i n g  Ralph 
Waldo Emerson, Char les Dickens, W i l l i a m  M. Thackery, Mark Twain, Lou i s  
Kossuth, C la ra  Barton, Booker T. Washington, and M a r t i n  Lu the r  King. 




